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Note from the Principal 
 
Hello Otter Families! 
 
It’s so exciting here at CRES as we anticipate the return of students to our school. Here are a few things I want to share with those 
families preparing to return to school. First, kindergarten and first grade will be returning on February 1st. The AM session begins 
at 8:15 AM and ends at 10:45 AM. The PM session begins at 12:15 PM and ends at 2:45 PM. For those students staying remote, 
school begins at 8:45 AM. Students in the remote Discovery program will have a different schedule and their teachers will be 
providing families with more specific information about that.  As teachers are preparing for students’ return, we will be having a 
day of asynchronous learning on January 28th for K/1 and January 29th for 2/3. This is to provide teachers with additional time to 
set up their classrooms in a manner that aligns with safety guidelines. Also, RAP services will be cancelled the first week of school 
in order to provide additional support in implementing the protocols for our return to school. Para educators will be supporting 
students and teachers in common areas and in classrooms that first week. There have been some questions about Valentines. This 
year, teachers have the choice to either engage students in a Valentines exchange activity following specific safety guidelines or 
to provide students with a replacement Valentines themed activity with students to honor the holiday. Please look to your child’s 
teacher to provide information about how their class will be recognizing Valentine’s Day. Finally, please remember to send your 
child with a filled water bottle each day when they come to school along with two masks. We look forward to seeing our stu-
dents soon! 
 
Warmly, 
Fritz Gere 
Cedar River Elementary, Principal 

Counselor’s Corner 
 

Hello Otter Families, 
 
I have some exciting news to share… small counseling/skills groups focusing on 
emotion management and awareness will be starting soon. During remote and hybrid 
learning, group counseling services will be offered in a limited, virtual format (Zoom) 
once a week for 6 weeks, lasting 20-25 minutes depending on the age level.  
Students and parents need to understand the limitations of privacy in virtual group 
counseling.  Every effort will be made to maintain the privacy of the group.  If you 
would like your child to participate please fill out the permission slip: 
https://forms.gle/xtQ9wJqXYsYn8jPd9 
 
Snack bunch days and times will be adjusted to accommodate the new schedule so all 
students are able to participate if they choose.  Specific times will be in next week’s 
newsletter.  Snack bunch is a time for students to connect with me and other Otters.   
 
I am available to answer questions, as well as support students and families during the 
school day via phone or Zoom meeting. Give me a call or email  at 425-413-5440 or 
kmckittr@tahomasd.us   
 
Warmly, 
Kalei McKittrick 
School Counselor CRES 

Ms. Lisa’s Library Line 
 

As we transition to having stu-
dents back on campus we will con-
tinue to do library remotely. ALL 
students (K-5) are able to pick 
out books to put on hold 
(directions attached)!  These 
books will be put into supply pick-
up bags or given to students on 
campus. Please let me know if you 
have any questions or need help.   

Happy Reading!                       
lkelley@tahomasd.us 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4TqCgK-ssqTZ-MbIQjJzB2w__dMig3Bk_FL7Amg9L-zaDWA/viewform
mailto:kmckittr@tahomasd.us
https://cedarriver.tahomasd.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_169185/Image/Instructions%20for%20library%20holds.pdf
mailto:lkelley@tahomasd.us
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Yearbook  
 

Remember to submit your candid shots using the app, our 
January theme is Winter Wonderland! You may also purchase 
a waitlist yearbook while supplies last. To purchase and for 
more information regarding yearbook visit: http://
www.crespto.net/yearbook.html 

Message from the Dean 
 
Hello Otter Families! 
 
Thank you for helping with the pilot run of our new pick-up/drop-off-and supply pick up route! We appreciate your 
attention to the new entrance, path and exit. Please note: the entrance at the top of the hill takes you through the center 
parking lane. The parking lot exit is NOT the same as the entrance location. An informational video will come your 
way soon!  
 
Student badges went home for ALL K -3rd grade students. I apologize for my earlier communication. I thought it was 
just for those who would be hybrid. All students received a badge, even if they are to continue remotely.  
 
As we get closer to hybrid and students on campus, know we are working hard to prepare for safety and to ensure your 
student knows how to get around campus. Teacher supply lists are posted on our website. A few key on-campus de-
tails: 
1. There will not be any snacking/eating.  
2. Students should have their own filled water bottle as drinking fountains are not open.  
3. Please connect your student QR badge to their backpack.  
 
I am VERY excited as we now have two great ways to learn: remote and hybrid. Thank you for being such a wonder-
ful Otter Community.  
 
Better Together,  

PTO NEWS 

Upcoming Events 
 
Art Event - We hope you are enjoying these Family Fun Night events. We are excited to announce 
that we have another one planned for tonight, January 22nd, at 6pm. Please note that these events 
are free, as you are welcome to use supplies that you have at home. If you are unable to make 
the event, we will email a YouTube link to all PTO members after the event and post it on Face-
book. 
  
General PTO Meeting - Our next meeting will be on 2/8 virtually at 7pm 
 
For more PTO News visit http://www.crespto.net/ptonews  

Book Fair  
 

All students will be receiving $20 worth of 

free books that were purchased by the PTO 

this year.  Our book fair chair has been 
working with teachers to put together a se-

lection of books that each student will re-

ceive. Stay tuned for more information on 

how these will be distributed.  

Nominating Committee  
 

As we start planning for the 2021-2022 
school year we would like to form a nomi-
nating committee. It will coordinate the 
submission of nominations for the execu-
tive board that will be presented to our 
PTO members at our May General Meet-
ing. This committee will consist of 3 PTO 
members (only one Executive Member is 
permitted), and we would love to have two 
parents and one staff member. If you are 
interested in volunteering for this please 
email president@crespto.net.  

http://www.crespto.net/yearbook.html
http://www.crespto.net/yearbook.html
http://www.crespto.net/ptonews
mailto:president@crespto.net

